RE: Expulsion of Hadzabe people from their homeland territory in the Yaida Valley, Tanzania

Dear …


I would like to raise serious concerns about the situation of the Hadzabe people because they are being threatened with expulsion from their ancestral homelands.


According to current estimates, there are about 800 to 1200 members in the Hadzabe group. They are among the last remaining Hunter-Gatherers in Tanzania. They live in small family groups of 15-20 members in the area around Eyasi Lake.


Their ancestral homelands are in the savannah and they still use their efficient ancient skills to harvest Nature’s treasures in a sustainable manner, much as our own ancestors did 10,000 years ago, even before the Neolithic revolution had taken place. The men hunt antelope, gazelle and baboons, and the women gather berries, roots and honey.


Unfortunately, the Tanzanian Government does not see these people as worthy of protection, despite the fact that organizations like UNESCO claim to protect the cultural diversity in the world. The Hadzabe are still treated like second-class human beings. Philip Marmo, Tanzania’s Minister for Good Governance, who represents the Yaida Valley in Parliament, has referred to them as “backward”.


Now, recent developments have raised serious concerns. The Tanzanian Government is planning to lease out the Hadzabe’s ancestral homeland territories to the “Tanzania UAE Safaris Ltd”. This company acts on behalf of the Abu Dhabi Royal family, (Prince Hamdan bin Zayed), and they plan to establish their own personal Safari playground on the Hadzabe’s traditional territories.


This eviction would spell the end for one of the last East African hunter-gatherer communities. They would become homeless and lose their traditional livelihood. It is clear from other similar evictions that these communities then become destitute and reliant on hand-outs, no longer able to survive independently. Even if there are arrangements between the parties, the Hadzabe would be unable to survive without help, as trophy hunters would rapidly deplete the wildlife of the animals that they rely on for food. Therefore, the Hadzabe themselves, unequivocally object to this project proposed by the Tanzanian Government. 


Already in July 2006, the Hadzabe’s situation became more precarious and threatened when the lower Yaida valley area was ceded to “Tanzania UAE Safaris Ltd”. Then, on May 21st 2007, the Tanzanian police arrested Richard Baalow, a Hadzabe’s spokesperson. This action could be interpreted as a form of intimidation on the part of the government, and is a cruel violation of Human Rights.


This development is being forced on the Hadzabe people against their will, and therefore violates the guidelines of the Human Rights Council and its clear requirement for Free, Prior and Informed Consent in all decisions that affect the lives of Indigenous People.


I therefore beg you to consider helping with this sensitive issue of the Hadzabe to see if a way can be found for them to remain on their ancestral homeland territories.


Should you require more detailed information on this matter, please contact the German organization “Freunde der Naturvölker e.V” (www.naturvoelker.org) or the international section of “friends of Peoples close to Nature”(www.fpcn-global.org). Films about the Hadzabe can be viewed on their web-sites.

Yours sincerely,

